South Africa

Imports: FOB, by origin Exports: FOB, by last known destination Trade System: General

Overview:

From 2006 to 2010, South Africa's exports increased on average by 8.0 percent each year and amounted to 71.5 bin US$ in 2010, reaching
its previous level of 2008 after a significant decline in 2009 (see table 1). Imports increased on average by 4.0 percent each year and reached
80.1 bln US$ (see table 2). This resulted in a trade deficit of 8.7 bin US$ in 2010, slightly lower than the 2009 deficit of 9.9 bin US$ (see
graph 1). The trade balance recorded deficits with MDG regions such as Developed Europe (-5.6 bin US$), Western Asia (-2.9 bin US$), South-
eastern Asia (-2.8 bln US$) and Southern Asia (-2.7 bin US$) (see graph 2). Large surpluses were recorded with Sub-Saharan Africa (+5.7 bin
USS$), Developed Asia-Pacific (+1.8 bin US$) and Developed North America (+1.0 bin US$). South Africa's trade was diversified across partners:
24 major partners accounted for 80 percent of exports (compared to 23 major partners for imports) in 2010 (see graph 3).
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In 2010, manufactured goods classified chiefly by material (SITC section 6) and
machinery and transport equipment (SITC section 7) accounted for a majority of Total 80139.3 4.0 2571000
exported goods. Their exports increased respectively by 40.2 and 24.7 percent and 0+1 3784.6 107 6.9 a7
accounted for 34.4 and 18.8 percent of total exports (see table 1). Inedible crude 2+4 2508.4 0.5 36.9 3.1
materials (except fuels), animal and vegetable oils, fats and waxes (SITC sections 3 157225 5.8 151 196
2+4) accounted for 18.5 percent of exports. Major markets for exports were China, 5 8662.9 91 238 108
USA and Japan (see table 4). More than two-thirds (69.5 percent) of exports to China 6 8688.5 3.5 314 108
were inedible crude materials (except fuels), animal and vegetable oils, fats and 7 28400.4 23 27.9 354
waxes (SITC sections 2+4). Over the last three years, South Africa's main commodities 8 71223 4.0 24.3 89
for exports were platinum, unwrought or in semi-manufactured forms, or in powder 9 5249.6 0.2 49.4 6.6
form (HS code 7110), coal; briquettes, ovoids and similar solid fuels manufactured

from coal (HS code 2701) and ferro-alloys (HS code 7202) (see table 3).

Table 3: Top 10 export commodities 2008 to 2010
(Value in million US$)

HS Value (million US$) Unit value SITC

code 4-digit heading of Harmonized System 2007 2008 [ 2009 | 2010 [2008[2009]2010[ Unit  |code
Al COMMOUITIES ... 739655 53863.9 714843

7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semi-manufactured forms, or in powder form................... 9801.0 67666 9377.1 788 166 25.5thsd US$/kg 681
2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids and similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 47602 42042 54686 01 01 407 US$kg 321
7202 FEITO-Al0YS...... oo 56544 26572 46708 73 08 7.7 US$/kg 671
8703 Motor cars and other motor vehicles principally designed for the transport............... 45356 30625 41169 16.0 19.7 19.9thsd US$/unit 781
2601 Iron ores and concentrates, including roasted iron pYrites.........c..cooveevveveerverierin. 23958 31353 54084 01 01 01 US$kg 281
8421 Centrifuges, including centrifugal dryers..........cccccooevvrinrinnnn 31277 16391 2185.1 743
7102 Diamonds, whether or not worked, but not mounted or set 22834 13042 1952.1290.6123.6186.5 US$/carat 667
2710 Petroleum oils, 0ther than Crude...........ccociviiini e 15859 11154 12092 07 05 06 US$/kg 334
2602 Manganese 0res and CONCENTTALES. ...........o..vvveeeeeeieeees oo 1896.4 5255 14344 03 01 02 US$/kg 287
8704 Mator vehicles for the transport of goods...........ovovriiie e 1602.6 8536 1169.2 9.7 6.2 10.2thsd US$/unit 782

Source: UN Comtrade
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Table 4: Exports by principal countries and SITC sections in 2010
(Value in million US$, percentages of country total)
Shares by SITC sections (%)
Country Total [0+1]2+4] 3 [ 5 [ 6 [ 7 [ 8 [ 9 [Total
World.......cooovviin, 714843 84 185 101 7.1 344 188 24 04 100
i 81324 1.1 695 64 34 182 14 01 00 100
70608 29 55 08 103 447 341 18 00 100
64250 31 178 05 18 691 76 01 00 100
55294 45 149 22 21 243 445 75 0.0 100
37035 160 73 18 25 570 123 25 06 100
29806 03 173 595 105 90 30 03 00 100
22846 285 152 151 82 239 85 06 00 100
22769 18 04 11 01 90 10 05 0.0 100
2156.1 169 63 100 174 183 257 53 0.0 100
18939 163 19 174 81 214 293 57 00 100

Imports Profile:

In 2010, imports of machinery and transport
equipment (SITC section 7) went up by 27.9
percent and accounted for 35.4 percent of
imported goods (see table 2). Imports of
mineral fuels, lubricants and related
materials (SITC section 3) increased by 15.1
percent and represented 19.6 percent of
imports. Over the last three years, top
products for imports were petroleum oils and
oils obtained from bituminous minerals,
crude (HS code 2709), petroleum oils, other
than crude (HS code 2710) and motor cars and
other motor vehicles principally designed for
the transport (HS code 8703) and (see
table 5).

Table 5: Top 10 import commodities 2008 to 2010
(Value in million US$)

HS Value (million US$) Unit value SITC
code 4-digit heading of Harmonized System 2007 2008 [ 2009 | 2010 [2008[2009]2010[ Unit  |code

Al COMMOUITIES ... 87593.1 63766.1 80139.3

2709 Petroleum oils and oils obtained from bituminous minerals, crude... 149572 102944 111995 07 04 06 US$kg 333
9999 Commodities not specified according to Kind............cooovvovriirireioieeceee 58276 35125 52416 931
2710 Petroleum oils, other than Crude.............o.ooovrririie 33269 24626 33640 08 06 08 US$/kg 334
8703 Motor cars and other motor vehicles principally designed for the transport............... 27497 23358 40672 1.9 14.2 15.3thsd US$/unit 781
8517 Electrical apparatus for line telephony or line telegraphy..........ccoocoovoevovieririirinne. 26923 21599 30009 764
8471 Automatic data processing machines and units thereof...............ccccoooovoooeeeeece. 14708 1197.2 16239 87.2752017735 US$/unit 752
3004 Medicaments (excluding goods of heading 30.02, 30.05 or 30.06)............ccccoovveriennee 12404 12219 1588.1 476 546 587 US$/kg 542
8708 Parts and accessories of the motor vehicles of headings 87.01 t0 87.05.................... 1196.5 951.1 11926 97 40 93 US$/kg 784
8443 Printing machinery used for printing by means of the printing type, blocks................ 9915 746.1 9774 726
8802 Other aircraft (for example, helicopters, aeroplanes); spacecraft..................c.c.......... 1256.4 627.4 7022 20 0.0 1.5minUS$/unit 792

Source: UN Comtrade



