Syrian Arab Republic

Imports: CIF, by consignment

Exports: FOB, by last known destination

Trade System: Special

Overview:

From 2004 to 2008, exports of Syrian Arab Republic increased on average by 27.8 percent each year to 14.4 bin US$ (see table 1 and graph 1).
During the same period, imports increased on average by 26.6 percent each year to 18.1 bin US$ (see table 2 and graph 1). Trade deficit more
than doubled to 3.7 bin US$ in 2008 compared to 1.7 bin US$ in 2004 (see graph 1). Large deficits were recorded with the Commonwealth of
Independent States (-4.2 bin US$) and Eastern Asia (-2.8 bin US$) (see graph 2). Large surpluses were recorded with Western Asia (+4.3 bln
USS$) and Northern Africa (+0.6 bin US$). Trade, especially imports, was diversified across partners: in 2008, 19 major partners accounted for

80 percent of imports compared to 11 major partners for exports (see graph 3).
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In 2008, exports of the Syrian Arab Republic were composed of 38.6 percent of
mineral fuels, lubricants and related materials (SITC section 3), 20.8 percent of food, Total 181047 266 235 1000
live animals, beverages and tobacco (SITC sections 0+1) and 17.6 percent of 0+1 21557 201 352 1.9
manufactured goods classified chiefly by material (SITC section 6) (see table 1). Iraq, 24 935.0 189 41.0 5.2
Germany and Lebanon were the top three markets in 2008 (see table 4). From 2006 3 5691.5 82.2 190 314
to 2008, top exported products included petroleum oils, crude (HS code 2709), 5 2186.4 22.4 324 127
petroleum oils, other than crude (HS code 2710) and woven fabrics of synthetic 6 4620.8 26.1 412 255
filament yarn (HS code 5407) (see table 3). 7 2075.7 5.3 -15.2 1.5
8 2193 8.8 31.1 12
9 2203 -128 7.1 12
Table 3: Top 10 export commodities 2006 to 2008
(Value in million US$)
HS Value (million US$) Unit value SITC
code 4-digit heading of Harmonized System 2002 2006 [ 2007 | 2008 [2006]2007]2008] Unit  |code
Al COMMOUITIES ... 10919.4 11545.7 14380.0
2709 Petroleum 0ilS, CrUE. ..o 3666.6 3986.0 47088 05 05 06 US$/kg 333
2710 Petroleum oils, other than crude................ 736.4 753.2 836.7 05 06 07 US$kg 334
5407 Woven fabrics of synthetic filament yarn 338.2 4619 478 19 25 29 US$/kg 653
9999 Commodities not specified according to Kind............ocovvorereeineincsnceene 759.7 108.1 177.7 931
2202 Waters with @dded SUGAr...........o.ovvveveeieesieeeeee e 422 721 8435 02 04 05 US$/litre 111
5205 Cotton yarn (other than sewing thread), containing 85 % or more... 124.2 2132 608.2 05 41 32 US$/kg 651
8544 Insulated (including enamelled or anodised) wire, cable.................. 218.9 2611 3500 49 54 56 US$kg 773
0104 Live ShEEP @NT GOALS......c..reveeriiriir i 266.1 256.3 236.2 001
3402 Organic surface-active agents (0ther than S08P)..........covovvereereeveeeeeeee e 2432 218.3 2927 09 10 12 US$/kg 554
8418 Refrigerators, freezers and other refrigerating or freezing equipment......................... 250.2 216.5 2117 775

Source: UN Comtrade
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Table 4: Exports by principal countries and SITC sections in 2008 Imports Profile:
(Value in million US$, percentages of country total) In 2008, imports of the Syrian Arab Republic
Shares by SITC sections (%) were composed of 31.4 percent of mineral
Country Total  [0+1[2+4] 3 [ 5 [ 6 [ 7 [ 8 [ 9 [Total fuels, lubricants and related materials (SITC
WOrld..oooeeeecc e 143800 208 51 386 52 176 46 69 12 100 section 3), 25.5 percent of manufactured
25576 642 03 00 57 121 153 21 03 100 goods classified chiefly by material (SITC
16406 07 02 95 01 16 01 08 .. 100 section 6) and 12.1 percent of chemical and
13357 197 95 01 211 415 26 55 00 100 related products, n.e.s. (SITC section 5) (see
11905 06 3.1 900 02 54 05 02 .. 100 | table2). From 2006 to 2008, top imported
10283 379 36 47 180 62 278 18 100 products included petroleum oils, other than
1022.2 03 04 978 03 05 0.0 07 100 crude (HS code 2710), motor cars and other
7304 148 51 97 721 20 33 00 100 motor vehicles principally designed for the
6354 33 115 738 27 59 06 21 01 100 transport (HS code 8703) and semi-finished
1956 33 08 03 56 601 13 286 . 100 products of iron or non-alloy steel (HS code
: : : ' : : : : 7207) (see table 5).
4457 378 38 .. 46 281 169 81 06 100
Table 5: Top 10 import commodities 2006 to 2008
(Value in million US$)
HS Value (million US$) Unit value SITC
code 4-digit heading of Harmonized System 2002 2006 [ 2007 | 2008 |2006[2007]2008] Unit |code
Al COMMOIIES......oeeee e 11488.3 14655.1 18104.7
2710 Petroleum oils, 0ther than Crude............coo.ovvrveeieceeeeee e 2799.0 43181 53632 06 06 08 US$kg 334

8703 Motor cars and other motor vehicles principally designed for the transport.. 622.1 644.2 5415 7128 127 13.6thsdUS$/unit 781
7207 Semi-finished products of iron or non-alloy steel. ... 175.6 4183 11283 04 06 06 US$/kg 672
1701 Cane or beet sugar and pure sucrose, in Solid form.........c.ccoorrrnrnne 255.1 3412 3146 04 04 04 US$/kg 061
3901 Polymers of ethylene, in primary fOrmS...........coooevrverioscieeeeee s 155.4 336.3 3431 13 17 16 US$kg 571
2711 Petroleum gases and other gaseous hydrocarbons. 1271 264.8 3226 07 07 08 US$/kg 343
1005 Maize (COM)....vvoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 182.8 240.6 2582 01 02 03 US$kg 044

TAD8 COPPET WITE.... oo 130.6 200.7 3204 54 75 77 US$/kg 682
9999 Commodities not specified according to Kind............cooovvovveverieiieceeeeeee e 2242 205.8 220.2 931
7208 Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy Steel.............ccoooooririioeioeeseee 98.7 216.4 3253 05 06 07 US$kg 673

Source: UN Comtrade



