South Africa

Imports: CIF, by origin Exports: FOB, by last known destination

Trade System: General

Overview:

South Africa's exports increased on average by 4.1 percent per year for the past 5 years and amounted to 86.7 bln US$ in 2012 (see table 1
and graph 1). Similarly, imports grew by 3.8 percent each year and reached 101.6 bln US$ (see table 2 and graph 1). This resulted in a trade
deficit of 14.9 bin US$ in 2012 (see graph 1). The trade balance recorded deficits with MDG regions such as Developed Europe (-10.8 bin
USS$), Western Asia (-7.7 bin US$), Eastern Asia (-4.0 bin US$) and South-eastern Asia (-3.7 bln US$) (see graph 2). Surpluses were recorded
with Sub-Saharan Africa (+5.9 bin US$), Northern Africa (+0.4 bin US$) and Developed Asia-Pacific (+0.2 bin US$). South Africa's trade was
diversified across partners: in 2012, 23 and 22 major partners accounted for 80 percent of exports and imports respectively (see graph 3).
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The majority of exports in 2012 were accounted for by manufactured goods classified
chiefly by material (SITC section 6) which represented 24.6 percent. Inedible crude Total —101610.6 3.8 19 1000
materials (except fuels), animal and vegetable oils, fats and waxes (SITC sections 0+1 5356.2 9.4 8.9 5.3
2+4) and machinery and transport equipment (SITC section 7) accounted for 24 3118.1 43 75 3.1
respectively 18.9 and 18.4 percent of total exports (see table 1). Major markets for 3 22833.0 4.0 715 225
exports were China, USA and Japan (see table 4). More than two-thirds (68.8 percent) 5 10482.0 52 22 103
of exports to China were inedible crude materials (except fuels), animal and 6 10313.7 3.3 16 102
vegetable oils, fats and waxes (SITC sections 2+4). Qver the last three years, South 7 34854.1 32 0.7 343
Africa's main commodities for exports were platinum, unwrought or in semi- 8 8337.2 6.6 1.0 8.2
manufactured forms, or in powder form (HS code 7110), iron ores and concentrates, 9 6316.5 20 37 6.2
including roasted iron pyrites (HS code 2601), and coal; briquettes, ovoids and similar
solid fuels manufactured from coal (HS code 2701) (see table 3).
Table 3: Top 10 export commodities 2010 to 2012
(Value in million US$)
HS Value (million US$) Unit value SITC
code 4-digit heading of Harmonized System 2007 2010 [ 2011 | 2012 [2010[2011]2012] Unit  |code
Al COMMOUITIES ... 714843 929756 86712.0
7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semi-manufactured forms, or in powder form................... 9377.1 109905 7939.2 255 371 73 thsd US$/kg 681
2601 Iron ores and concentrates, including roasted iron pyrites...........cc..ccocco...... 54084 90018 75099 0.1 02 47 US$kg 281
2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids and similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 54686 75238 70043 07 01 01 US$/kg 321
7108 Gold (including gold plated with platinum)..............ccooooiiiiiiiiinii .. 69368 86718 96.4 thsd US$/kg 971
T202 FEITO-AII0YS. ..o 46708 46525 35618 77 11 70 US$kg 671
8703 Motor cars and other motor vehicles principally designed for the transport. 41169 42846 35914 199 205 21.1thsd US$/unit 781
8421 Centrifuges, including centrifugal dryers...........c.coccooooiiiiii 21851  2846.1 21659 743
7102 Diamonds, whether or not worked, but not mounted or Set...........cccoovvvvirieieiecien. 19521 22491 1738.9186.5286.3 US$/carat 667
8704 Motor vehicles for the transport 0f gOOAS...........covvveiveiececeeece e 1169.2 17011 27132 10.2 9.4 19.9thsd US$/unit 782
2710 Petroleum oils, 0ther than Crude............coocoovrivoiieeeeee s 1209.2 14307 18877 06 07 08 US$/kg 334

Source: UN Comtrade
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Table 4: Exports by principal countries and SITC sections in 2012 Imports Profile:

(Value in million US$, percentages of country total) Despite a slight decrease of 0.7 percent in
Shares by SITC sections (%) imports  of machinery and transport
Country Total [0+1[2+44] 3 [ 5 [ 6 [ 7 [ 8 [ 9 [Total equipment (SITC section 7), this section still
World.....oooeee 867120 72 189 113 71 246 184 20 104 100 accounted for over a third (34.3 percent) of
ChINAL e 101391 09 688 133 25 11.9 24 01 00 100 imported goods in 2012 (see table 2). Imports
90176 00 00 38 00 00 00 00 92 100 of mineral fuels, lubricants and related
75861 28 95 15 103 359 369 31 01 100 materials (SITC section 3) increased by 7.5
54135 31 243 11 28 613 73 01 00 100 | Ppercent and represented 22.5 percent of
41745 52 85 16 18 255 523 50 01 100 | Imports. Over the last three years, top
36748 03 291 537 60 70 38 01 00 1o | Productsforimportswere petroleum oilsand
United Kingdom............ 33581 174 93 18 25 500 159 22 08 100 Slhsdeo(tﬁg'ﬂ‘éﬂefﬁ??g)bﬁtgtﬁ“é{é%“,ﬁ Ows'”irt?]'es}
Netherlands............ 30429 214 291 135 98 175 83 04 00 100 than erude (HS code 2710)and motorcars and
Zimbabwe 20396 166 86 42 188 195 267 55 01 100 | Quermotorvenicles principally designed for

"""""""""""" : : : : : : : : : the transport (HS code 8703) (see table 5).

Table 5: Top 10 import commodities 2010 to 2012
(Value in million US$)

HS Value (million US$) Unit value SITC
code 4-digit heading of Harmonized System 2007 2010 [ 2011 | 2012 [2010[2011]2012] Unit  |code

AT COMMOIIES..... e 80139.3 99726.0 101610.6

2709 Petroleum oils and oils obtained from bituminous minerals, crude... 111995 140856 157575 06 08 0.8 US$kg 333
9999 Commodities not specified according to Kind............cooovvovriirireioieeceee 52416 60787 63114 931
2710 Petroleum oils, other than Crude.............o.ooovrririie 33640 57378 58588 08 1.0 77 US$kg 334
8703 Motor cars and other motor vehicles principally designed for the transport............... 40672 50785 5176.1 153 16.3 76 0thsd US$/unit 781
8517 Electrical apparatus for line telephony or line telegraphy..........ccoocoovoevovieririirinne. 30009 3377.3 30698 764
8471 Automatic data processing machines and units thereof...............ccccoooovoooeeeeece. 16239 19418 1996.8 7735189.8 767.0 US$/unit 752
3004 Medicaments (excluding goods of heading 30.02, 30.05 or 30.06)............ccccoovveriennee 1588.1  1726.7 18544 587 51.4 67.7 US$/kg 542
8708 Parts and accessories of the motor vehicles of headings 87.01 t0 87.05.................... 11926 13751 12806 93 97 96 US$/kg 784
8704 Motor vehicles for the transport 0f gOOAS...........ovvvevveieeeceeeeeeeee e 7934 13989 1618.6 247 29.2 5.5thsd US$/unit 782
8443 Printing machinery used for printing by means of the printing type, blocks................ 9774 10790 10033 726

Source: UN Comtrade





